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deserves a break



Cottage by the Sea would like to 

acknowledge the Wadawurrung people, who 

are the traditional custodians of  the land on which 

Cottage stands. Cottage by the Sea would also 

like to pay respect to the elders past, present and 

emerging of  the Wadawurrung nation and extend 

that respect to other First Nations people.

Respect Adventure Integrity Belonging Community

Cultivating joy  
at Cottage 
Cottage by the Sea programs are thoughtfully 

designed to offer children the inspiration of  new 

experiences, fun-filled activities and adventures in 

nature. Some of  these opportunities can be daunting 

at first – like swimming in the ocean for the first time, 

trying an unfamiliar food or making a new friend – but 

other experiences are everyday sources of  pure joy, 

which for one visiting child recently was bringing in 

the Cottage rubbish bins. 

Adam Wake 
CEO, Cottage by the Sea

This young boy Bodhi, his family and their community 

have experienced the depths of  adversity – from 

harrowing bushfires to a challenging health 

diagnosis. But you wouldn’t know it from the smiles 

on the faces of  the children, parents and teachers  

on this Take a Break program. “These sorts of   

camps make such a difference to preparing  

students for the bigger world,” said the principal  

of  this visiting school. 

Scan this QR code  
to read Bodhi’s story 

I have said this often over the recent years, but it 

remains true that we have managed to bring more 

children through our doors than ever before. This 

financial year, more than 1,900 children and young 

people have overcome obstacles, built confidence 

and created memories for life at Cottage by the Sea. 

We can’t predict what experience will resonate the 

most with each child, but we can cater to everyone’s 

individual needs as best as possible to ensure that 

they have the time of  their lives. If  all that Bodhi 

remembers from his time at Cottage is the joy of  

doing his favourite thing – bringing in the rubbish 

bins – then Cottage has done its job. 

I hope you enjoy reading the stories in this newsletter, 

which celebrate the impact of  our charity in its 135th 

year of  operation. Thank you for helping us offer 

inspiration, fun and opportunity to more children. 
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Staff & volunteer news 
Farewell, Bill! 

 

After 18 wonderful 

years working for 

Cottage by the 

Sea, Bill Kerr has 

decided the time 

has come to pursue 

new opportunities.

With the Cottage children and our values always front 

of  mind, Bill has held a range of  positions across 

nearly two decades, from working directly with the 

children in our Programs Team – supporting those 

experiencing vulnerability – to most recently in the 

Strategic Partnerships role.

Bill

“The rewards of  working here 
have been outstanding, and 

walking inside the gates each day 
has been a privilege. The impact 

and opportunities of  Cottage 
have been profound on me.  

For over a third of  my life, I have 
had the pleasure of  working at 

and for Cottage – the kids.”
– Bill Kerr 

Further staff  updates 

We also thank Anna Thomson, who moves on after an 

impactful six months in the office. In program delivery, 

we welcome three new faces as casual instructors 

in Asha Pilapil, Billy Bravo and Alice Merrett. We 

continue to bolster our ranks as the demand and our 

capacity grows, look out Riptide!

New volunteers   

We have gratefully welcomed the following volunteers 

to Cottage in 2025: 

•	 Em Ambrose

•	 Debbie Purcell

•	 Mary Gibbs 

•	 Suzanne Cronin

Asha with participants 

Billy
“The rewards of  working here have been 

outstanding, and walking inside the gates each day 

has been a privilege,” shares Bill. “The impact and 

opportunities of  Cottage have been profound on me. 

For over a third of  my life, I have had the pleasure of  

working at and for Cottage – the kids,” he continues.

Bill has always had a deep understanding of  

the responsibility that comes from working and 

volunteering at Cottage, and the importance of  the 

impact we can all have both on the organisation and 

visiting children.  

Bill extends his gratitude to everyone who has 

enhanced our children’s charity and his time  

working for it. “To all that have helped make Cottage  

the place it is and my time here so special, I thank  

you.” We thank him for his life-changing work and  

wish him all the best with his future endeavours.  
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Programs
Take a Break – the joy  
of  catching a wave

A young boy glides across the surface of  the sea, 

picked up by the wave as he rides it all the way to 

the shore. Smiling from ear to ear, he looks up at 

his teacher Selma standing on the beach. “Good 

boy!” she claps in encouragement to her Grade 5 

student from Thomastown West Primary School. He 

stands up, reaching his arms overhead in triumph of  

the wave as his boogie-board bounces in the water 

behind him, attached to his wrist.

This young boy from Afghanistan has had quite 

the journey for a 12-year-old. His family emigrated 

to Turkey, where they tragically experienced the 

harrowing earthquake of  2023. Displaced, having 

lost everything, they sought asylum in Australia via 

the Northern Territory. Arriving in Melbourne as a 

refugee, he and his family are in temporary social 

housing to help them get back on their feet. “I’m 

not sure what will happen to them once that’s over,” 

contemplates Selma. “He’s such a sweet boy.”

A young girl in this same group is standing tentatively 

at the shore while her friends squeal in delight as 

they play in the waves. She calls out to one of  them, 

nervously, as she sinks her feet into the sand while 

the water laps against her wetsuit-clad ankles. “It’s 

like quicksand,” she says quietly, eyes facing down 

towards the water. 

“Many of  these children are not beach people,” 

explains Selma, reinforcing the adventurous nature of  

this trip to the sea. For many of  these children, going 

to the beach is a new experience. From the chilly 

temperature of  the water to navigating breaking 

waves and whitewash, swimming in the sea is a real 

stretch of  their comfort zone.

Despite the discomfort, this 10-year-old girl 

meanders further into the water with the guidance 

and support of  her friends and Cottage staff. Holding 

a boogie-board, a Camp Leader directs her to face 

the shore and guides her to lie down on the board as 

the wave picks her up. Keeping her head above the 

water so her hijab remains dry, she experiences the 

feeling of  riding a wave. Yesterday was one of  the 

few occasions she has been in the ocean. Today she 

is boogie-boarding with a smile on her face. 

Being brave enough to try something new – which 

these children embraced – can transform an 

experience from something to fear into an activity 

filled with fun. 
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REEF – new friendships & 
exciting adventures  

The REEF program is all about meeting new people 

and building lasting friendships. After all, the "F" in 

REEF stands for “friendship”. 

New REEF participants from different schools in 

Melton came together for the first time. This marked 

the beginning of  a two-year journey on the REEF 

program – one that will shape their personal growth 

and teamwork skills for years to come.

The first Cottage experience can be nerve-racking for 

some participants – but not for these Reefies! After 

just a couple of  hours, new friendships blossomed, 

and it felt like everyone had known each other for 

years. The sense of  belonging was instant, and the 

group settled in quickly to the Cottage experience.

From the beach to Cottage, laughter and excitement 

could be heard in every corner. It was clear that this 

group was not only ready to have fun, but they also 

gelled so well as a team. Whether it was working 

together to solve challenges or supporting each 

other through new activities, the spirit of  teamwork 

was alive.

This first program is just the beginning. Over the next 

two years, these young people will participate in nine 

programs, both in Queenscliff  and abroad, where 

they will have the opportunity to develop life skills – 

resilience, leadership, teamwork and communication 

– that will help them as they transition from Grade 6 

into Year 7. 

The REEF program provides these young people 

with a special opportunity to grow, learn and 

create connections that will last a lifetime. From the 

excitement and good energy, it’s clear that they’re all 

eager to tackle this journey together and make the 

most of  everything it offers. The adventure has only 

just begun!

“It was the best time  
of  my life.” 

– REEF participant on this program
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Mentor – developing 
valuable tools for life   

The first weekend Mentor program of  2025 focused 

on helping our participants develop skills that will 

guide them into future careers and provide them with 

important tools for life.

Our Year 10 Mentors trained with The Gordon in 

Geelong in a skill that’s valuable to any young person 

looking for a job in hospitality: making coffee. The 

team at The Gordon shared their expertise with our 

Mentors on how to brew the perfect cup of  coffee. By 

the end of  the day, each Mentor received a certificate 

of  completion in the Barista Course – a great addition 

to their résumés.

It was heart-warming to hear a story from the parent 

of  one of  our Mentors, Edward*. His father shared 

how passionate Edward had become about making 

coffee. The first thing Edward did when he arrived 

home after the program was brew mochaccinos 

for the family. Edward then woke up early the next 

morning and made coffee for his family before school 

– a surprising delight for his family.

Our Mentors in Years 11 and 12 took part in a  

driving safety course with iDriveSafety, a not-for-profit 

organisation that offers specially designed driving 

programs to help neuro-diverse young adults obtain 

a Learner Permit and driving skills. The participants 

spent time out on the streets of  Queenscliff,  

learning essential driving skills from the trained  

staff  at iDriveSafety.

After spending time with Year 11 Mentor Jamie* and 

hearing about the challenges she has faced when 

going for her Ls, Jamie was donated a fully funded 

driving course. This opportunity will help her gain her 

Learner Permit and build confidence in vital skills.

Thank you so much to the teams at iDriveSafety 

and The Gordon for supporting our Mentors. These 

life-changing opportunities to train and upskill have 

offered our participants valuable tools for life.

*Names have been changed.
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Partnerships 
Thread Together 

“These are made out of  old coke bottles!” exclaims 

a young boy to his friend as he holds up a pair of  

new shorts, eyes wide with curiosity. Take a Break 

participants are enjoying a visit from Thread Together 

– a social enterprise that partners with leading 

fashion brands to rescue new garments for people 

free of  charge. Driving social and environmental 

change, the organisation collaborates with registered 

charities to provide new clothing to individuals 

experiencing crisis, homelessness, domestic 

violence, natural disasters and other hardships. 

These children's communities of  Pomonal, Buangor 

and Maroona, located around the Grampians, 

were severely impacted by the bushfires of  2024. 

In Pomonal alone, 46 homes were destroyed, and 

countless residents lost everything. This initiative was 

a chance to provide these children with something 

truly special as they continue to rebuild their lives.

Through the generous support of  Thread Together, 

each child had the opportunity to "shop" through 

boxes of  brand-new clothes. They were amazed to 

receive these items for free, with one child shouting, 

"I can’t believe it’s brand new and it's free!" It was a 

moment of  joy and excitement for all. From patterned 

shirts to cool hats, comfy shorts and colourful pencil 

cases, the children were delighted with their new 

outfits, grinning from ear to ear as they revealed their 

treasures to each other.

The fun didn’t stop there. After everyone had picked 

out their new outfits, the children decided to put on 

their own fashion show. With music playing in the 

background, they strutted their stuff  down the stairs, 

out the front door, around the Thread Together van 

and back inside. Every Cottage staff  member and 

volunteer gathered outside, cheering them on as they 

did their lap of  honour. The smiles on the children’s 

faces were unforgettable. “The fashion show after the 

shop was our highlight of  the week!” shares Sean, 

Programs Coordinator at Cottage by the Sea. 

The philosophy underpinning Thread Together is a 

circular fashion solution, spreading hope to those 

who need it. Visiting children this week didn’t just 

receive a new outfit – they also went home with a 

newfound sense of  joy that will permeate their entire 

lives. It was a thoughtful gesture that brought a little 

extra light into their lives after such a devastating 

natural disaster. We’re so grateful for this new 

partnership that gives back to our community in such 

a meaningful way.

Scan this QR 
code to watch the 
fashion show! 
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Cops N Kids 

The blue and red flashes of  a police car racing 

past can spark fear in any one of  us – but not for 

children on a Cops N Kids camp. A Ballarat initiative 

has spent the past three decades showing children 

affected by life-threatening illnesses that lights and 

sirens can also be a source of  joy.

When a child plays at the beach, rides with the  

water police or flies in a helicopter, they momentarily 

forget the worries surrounding why they’re  

attending a Cops N Kids Program. It’s hard for the 

police officers to forget, though. These frontline 

workers are connected to these children through 

distressing ordeals – encountering these families  

due to a seriously ill loved one at home, losing a 

parent or sibling to illness such as cancer or other 

tragic circumstances.

Offering critically ill children a weekend of  fun 

experiences while their families receive some 

respite is at the heart of  this police-run not-for-

profit. Volunteer police officers, their families and 

other community members join forces to run the 

camps, which rely on the generosity of  the Ballarat 

and surrounding communities through donations of  

goods, services and funds. 

Making children smile

Thirty years ago, John Moloney had an idea that 

combined his dedicated career as a Ballarat 

Sergeant with giving back to the children and families 

in his community who needed it most. Based at the 

Ballarat Police Station, he co-founded the Cops N 

Kids Program with former Senior Constable Larry 

Gilmore and Larry’s late wife Teena after they saw 

first-hand the challenges that arise from being dealt 

some of  life’s hardest cards.

“Cops N Kids was founded in 1995 to support 

children affected by cancer. The objective of  the 

organisation is to provide kids with fun experiences 

in a friendly, safe and welcoming environment, 

creating memories to last a lifetime, whilst allowing 

families of  these seriously ill children some 

respite from their everyday anxieties and caring 

responsibilities,” explains John. Even though John 

retired from the police force in 2011, he still works  

at night from the Ballarat Police Station as Cops N 

Kids’ Treasurer. 
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A memorable weekend

There are two Cops N Kids camps each year – the 

first is in February and the second is in November.  

They are both fully funded by donations but operate 

differently. The location and activities within each 

camp have varied and evolved over the years, but 

the consistent aim has been to offer children a fun 

weekend free of  any worries from home.

“Every child's favourite activity is always being 

strapped into a police car and driving through town 

with the lights and sirens on! The smiles on their 

little faces are truly heartwarming,” shares journalist 

Hayley Elg, who has volunteered with Cops N Kids for 

the past seven years.

Hayley sheds light on the February camp: “Our 

February camp is for Ballarat children who have 

come into contact with police through traumatic 

circumstances. Some of  these children also have 

parents who are getting treatment for cancer, or have 

had it themselves. We host this camp in Queenscliff  

and have about 25 children each year. Some of  their 

circumstances are absolutely heartbreaking, but they 

are always so excited for the annual camp and to 

spend the weekend with their Cops N Kids family.”

For the first time ever, the February camp took 

place at Cottage by the Sea. From enjoying fish 

and chips at the Queenscliff  Foreshore to walking 

along Cottage Beach as the sun went down, the 

children immersed in the beauty of  nature for a 

special weekend by the sea. These activities were 

complemented by adventures with the water police at 

the Queenscliff  Marina, plus lunch and entertainment 

with Geelong Helicopters.

"Cops N Kids 2025 was better than ever, filled with 

plenty of  fun activities, smiles and laughter. We 

loved our time at Cottage by the Sea," shares Hayley. 

“The kids had an absolute ball. The whole weekend 

was just lovely, but the police boat was fantastic on 

Sunday … the boat slipped up beside a big cargo 

ship, so the kids had a great view of  that,” adds John 

with a chuckle. 

The ocean was a healing balm for everyone. “We 

were sitting upstairs on Saturday night watching a 

movie and could see the ships going out in the water 

– it was fantastic. The kids and the carers all thought 

it was really good,” continues John. 
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Reframing lights and sirens

Meg Lock from Cottage by the Sea’s facilities and 

maintenance team has had a long history with Cops 

N Kids, having known John for more than 15 years. 

Meg’s long-lasting connection with the organisation 

is evident as her face lights up: “For some of  these 

people to take the time out of  their own jobs to 

do what they do with the children – give them the 

experience – it’s just awesome. We’re lucky to have 

people like that.”

The importance of  Cops N Kids is crystal clear to 

Meg: “It’s to let kids know that lights and sirens aren’t 

just here for bad news. A lot of  the volunteer police 

officers, including John, drive their police cars to 

camp to give the children that positive experience of  

blazing sirens and flashing lights. The joy on the kids’ 

faces is priceless.”

Just like at Cottage by the Sea, fun is a key feature on 

the Cops N Kids Program. “That’s what life’s about. 

We can’t change what’s in these people’s lives, but 

what we can do is make sure that the time they have 

is brilliant,” shares John.

“We can’t change what’s  
in these people’s lives,  

but what we can do is make 
sure that the time they have  

is brilliant.”
– Cops N Kids co-founder 

John Moloney

For these children, lights and sirens now spark 

a memory fuelled with excitement. Cops N Kids 

illustrates that, with the support of  a heartfelt 

community, the darkness of  tragic circumstances 

in life can be transformed into something joyful and 

memorable for the resilient children and their families 

who need it.
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We have a new supporter from Athlone, Ireland! After 

Margaret Monkhouse shared her knitting for Cottage 

with her grandson’s fiancé, Kasey, over Christmas, 

Kasey donated funds before returning to Ireland. 

Daphne Briscoe has been a generous supporter 

of  Cottage for more than 30 years. Along with 

her daughter Lyn, they continue to donate to our 

children’s charity. 

Donna met Carol Warr and Mandy Horsfield at 

our Annual Fair – a mother and daughter duo who 

attended Cottage as children and continue their 

support due to happy memories. 

Melbourne Community  Relations 
Donna has been busy in Melbourne, connecting with 

supporters of  Cottage by the Sea. She’s excited 

to welcome new donors to our community and 

appreciates the ongoing enthusiasm and generosity 

of  all our Melbourne supporters. 

New Melbourne supporters

•	 Rowville Lysterfield Probus Group

•	 Endeavour Hills Probus Club

•	 Hanes Australasia

•	 Rotary Club Caulfield

•	 YES – Youth Education Support Inc. 

•	 Dandenong Probus Group

•	 Melton Ladies Probus Club 

•	 Probus Club of  Altona Inc. 

•	 Oakleigh Ladies Probus Inc. 

•	 Probus Club of  Maling Combined Inc.

•	 Rotary Club Caulfield

Carol Warr & Mandy Horsfield 

Daphne Briscoe

New supporters – Leoni & Julia from YES
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Melbourne Community  Relations 
Mernda Retirement Village hosted an event led by 

Felicity Lee, where residents donated a large load of  

goods. They enjoyed afternoon tea and a chat with 

Donna, who shared updates on Cottage’s work for 

the children. 

Felicity Lee & Mernda Village event team

Donna with CBTS car

Sylvie from Good Vibes Society

Sylvie from The Good Vibe Society is a key 

supporter, always asking Donna, "What do the 

children need?" and responding to our Wish Lists. 

To stay updated on our 
Wish List, contact Donna 
(details right) or scan this 
QR code.

Donna drives across Melbourne to collect donations. 

Please contact her to arrange a pickup. Thank you 

to our Melbourne community for supporting our 

children’s charity. 

Donna Campisi 
Melbourne Community Relations  
Cottage by the Sea

Mobile: 0436 191 010
Email: donna.c@cottagebythesea.com.au 
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Community support is at the heart of  our work at 

Cottage by the Sea. Leaving a gift in your Will is 

one way to support Cottage, without affecting your 

current income or bank balance. It allows you to 

leave a legacy of  money, property, shares or goods 

beyond your lifetime, which will support generations 

of  children to come.

Already have a Will?

Cottage by the Sea has created a Gift in Will 

Instruction Form, which allows you to easily include a 

gift to Cottage by the Sea in your existing Will without 

incurring the expense or inconvenience of  rewriting 

it. You can download the Instruction Form online via 

the “Gifts in Wills” page on our website or the QR 

code on this page. Alternatively, you can contact us, 

and we will send the form to you.

If  you choose to support Cottage by way of  a gift  

in your Will, it will keep on giving in perpetuity,  

by providing ongoing financial security. If  you  

have already included Cottage by the Sea 

in your Will, we invite you to notify us so that 

we are aware of  your intentions and can 

recognise you accordingly. We will always 

respect your confidentiality and privacy. 

Cottage by the Sea staff  members are 

always able to meet with you to answer any 

questions you may have. 

Free online Wills service for 
Cottage supporters

Cottage by the Sea has partnered with Gathered 

Here, an online Wills and Estates law firm, who host  

a free and easy step-by-step online Will writing 

service at:  

http://wills.gatheredhere.com.au/c/cottage-by-the-sea 

You can also access the link through our website: 

https://www.cottagebythesea.com.au/gifts-in-will For more information, contact:

Tony Featherston

Future Giving, Cottage by the Sea

Mobile: 0409 535 863

Email: tony@cottagebythesea.com.au

How a gift in Will could help  
Cottage by the Sea

•	 $25,000 will fund a Take a Break program

•	 $5,000 will fund wetsuits for surfing and 
boogie-boarding

•	 $2,500 will fund tents for camping 
adventures

•	 $2,000 will fund a marine life water 
experience for a group

•	 $2,000 will fund a mountain bike program

•	 $1,500 will fund a dolphin and seal swim 
educational tour

•	 $1,000 will fund a fishing charter for a group

Future Giving  
– gifts in Wills 
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Fundraising & events 

Braving the Arctic cold  
for a cause

Back in February, traversing through some of  

the toughest conditions imaginable in the Arctic 

Circle, our CEO Adam Wake conquered a five-day 

230-kilometre ultramarathon! He powered through 

icy lakes, fierce winds and unforgiving terrain to raise 

funds for our REEF snow program at Mount Buller.

“At Cottage, we work in a sector where we frequently 

ask children and young people to step outside of  

their comfort zones – how can we ask them if  we are 

not prepared to ourselves?” shares Adam. Thank 

you to everyone who donated to the fundraiser. Your 

support will help Cottage by the Sea give more young 

people the opportunities they need to thrive.

Skiing the length of  Norway 

Skiing 3,000 kilometres from the bottom of  Norway to 

the top is no easy feat. Queensland explorer Kaelan 

Lockhart is on a mission to break an Australian 

record while raising funds for our children’s charity.

Kaelan began his journey in February to ski the  

entire length of  Norway (Norge på langs) – aiming  

to be the first Australian to complete this challenge. 

The explorer’s undertaking is also a fundraiser 

for Cottage by the Sea so that more children can 

experience the joy of  adventures in nature.

Adam preparing for his Arctic 
ultramarathon; image credit Ivan Kemp

Kaelan Lockhart

Scan this QR 
code to learn 
more about 
Adam’s journey 

Nature has been a key feature throughout Kaelan’s 

life and is at the heart of  this fundraising initiative. 

“Hearing about the great work done by Cottage by 

the Sea reminded me of  how fortunate I was to grow 

up in a privileged environment full of  adventure. In 

particular, the ocean has been such an important 

part of  my life – from the communities I joined 

through surf  lifesaving and stand-up paddling to the 

peace and healing that it has always offered me,” 

shares Kaelan.

From skiing under the incredible Northern Lights to 

meeting friendly locals along the way, it’s been an 

amazing adventure for Kaelan. At the time of  writing, 

he is almost halfway through his cross-country ski, 

enjoying blue skies and plenty of  snow!

We thank Kaelan for his incredible efforts and 

everyone who has spread the word, assisted him on 

the adventure or donated to his fundraiser.
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Layla’s lemonade stand  

When the community gives you lemons, the natural 

choice for local supporter Layla was to run a 

lemonade stand to raise funds for Cottage. After 

seeing her grandfather – fifth-generation Queenscliff  

local Darren Allbutt – create an exhibition fundraiser 

for our children’s charity last year, Layla was inspired 

and compelled to raise funds for Cottage too.

Giving Day 

Thanks to the generosity of  our community and 

matching donors, our annual Giving Day raised more 

than $345,000 – a record-breaking amount! From 

9am–9pm, matching donors doubled every dollar 

donated to the charity – with more than 275 donors. 

All the funds raised on Giving Day will go directly to 

our programs.

“Thank you to everyone who contributed to Giving 

Day’s success – whether it was a matching donor, 

donating to the fundraiser, promoting the event or 

volunteering on the day. As a non-government funded 

children’s charity in its 135th year of  operation, every 

dollar truly counts,” shares our CEO Adam.

Giving Day 2025 matching donors included the 

APCO Foundation, Bulls & Bears Golf  Group,  

Ducas-Paul Foundation, Geelong Connected 

Communities, Millbrook Asset Management,  

Millbrook Funds and Shine On Foundation,  

plus anonymous philanthropic foundations.

"Just donated – my daughter 
went there twice, and they 

were fantastic. She got 
over so many fears with the 

patience and encouragement 
of  your wonderful staff."

– Giving Day donor

“Every child deserves to go to the beach,” Layla 

said to her grandfather as the explanation for her 

lemonade stand, which raised $850! Layla visited 

Cottage with her mum Tegan to hand over the funds 

to our CEO Adam, along with an amazing cheque that 

Adam said is “the best I’ve ever seen”. Thank you, 

Layla and the Allbutt family, for your enduring support 

of  our children’s charity!
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Race Day

In April, Tenderprint and Winki Energy held their 

annual Race Day fundraiser for Cottage by the Sea at 

the Geelong Racing Club. Thank you to our wonderful 

sponsors and everyone who supported the fun-filled 

and inspiring event. 

Branch events 

Bellarine Branch  

In April, the Bellarine Branch hosted a Talk and Tea 

event at Cottage by the Sea. Our CEO Adam was 

interviewed by Cottage Ambassador Ian Cover OAM 

about his Arctic ultramarathon fundraiser, while 

guests enjoyed a delicious spread of  afternoon tea 

delights. Thank you to everyone who helped organise 

this wonderful event and for showing their support.  

Geelong Branch 

The new year began amid a flurry of  flour and 

hundreds of  scones as our Geelong Branch 

organised Devonshire Tea at Cottage’s Annual Fair. 

Their tireless results and the many supporters who 

enjoyed Devonshire Tea with a view resulted in their 

best-ever fundraising result!

The Branch members caught up for lunch in Geelong 

in February to mark the beginning of  their “business 

year”, where they discussed the purpose of  the 

group, their program of  events for the year, how 

to promote the events and strategies to grow their 

membership and supporter base. 

In March, the Geelong Branch held a Music Quiz 

Afternoon at the Waurn Ponds Community Church. 

It was an enjoyable afternoon of  music and trivia, 

accompanied by a tasty afternoon tea. Thank you 

to everyone who helped organise and support the 

event, and to those who came along. 

Geelong Branch volunteers serving 
Devonshire Tea at the Annual Fair

CBTS supporters at Race Day

From left: CBTS CEO Adam Wake, 
supporters Doug Wade, Glynn Harvey  
& Pat Murnane at Race Day

Highton Ceres Branch  

In March, the Highton Ceres Branch held a  

delightful afternoon tea in Highton to raise funds for 

our children’s charity. Guest speakers from Bunnings 

Garden Centre shared insights on all-things green 

between a raffle and delicious fare. Thank you to 

everyone who attended and/or supported it. 

Queenscliff  Branch 

Shortly after this newsletter went to print, the 

Queenscliff  Branch hosted a mindful art session at 

Cottage by the Sea where guests unleashed their 

creativity followed by a wonderful morning tea. 
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The Australian Tax Office endorses 
Cottage by the Sea for charity tax 
concessions, including donations $2 
and over, which are tax deductible. 
Cottage by the Sea is entered in the 
public register maintained by the 
Australian Business Register at  
www.abr.business.gov.au.

www.cottagebythesea.com.au

ABN: 21 987 748 593

29 Flinders Street 
Queenscliff, Vic, 3225

+61 3 5258 1663 
info@cottagebythesea.com.au

I would like to donate (please circle)

$25     $50     $100     $250     $500     Other $..............

Title: .................... Name: .......................................................

Address ...................................................................................

.........................................................Postcode ........................

Phone .......................................................................................

Email .........................................................................................

Expiry Date

Direct debit / bank transfer (please use your name as the reference)  
Account name: Cottage by the Sea, Queenscliff  Inc 
BSB: 083 646   Account number: 58 728 4224

Cardholder name: ........................................................................................

Cardholder Signature: ...............................................................................

Card Number

Mastercard Visa Amex

CCV
Cottage by the Sea, Queenscliff  Inc. 
ABN 21 987 748 593 INC. A 0006878E

Please make this a regular donation. Monthly Quarterly Annually

DONATE via our website or QR code below: 

Gift a child a break this financial year 
Taking a break isn’t just about relaxing by the ocean –  

at Cottage by the Sea, it’s about discovering new strengths,  
having fun with friends and creating lasting memories. 

This winter, your donation gives children a safe space to stretch their boundaries, embark on new adventures  
and gain the confidence to take on life’s biggest challenges. Give a child a break and watch them grow.  

All donations of  $2 and more are tax deductible.

NEW BANK DETAILS 
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