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Every child
deserves a break



Cottage by the Sea would like to 

acknowledge the Wadawurrung people who 

are the traditional custodians of  the land on which 

the Cottage stands. Cottage by the Sea would also 

like to pay respect to the elders past, present and 

emerging of  the Wadawurrung nation and extend 

that respect to other First Nations people.

Respect Adventure Integrity Belonging Community

Cultivating our 
Cottage community 
A program participant recently visited Cottage with 

her family to reflect on her journey over the past 6 

years on the REEF and Mentor programs. “Cottage 

is the reason I’ve felt a real sense of  community,” 

she shared. “She’s different when she comes home 

from camp … the benefits have been phenomenal,” 

added her dad. The 18-year-old has just completed 

her Certificate III in Community Services. Her 

experiences on our programs have naturally led her 

to explore this career pathway. 

Every smile, every conversation, every adventure 

at Cottage has the capacity to shift the entire 

trajectory of  a young person’s life for the better. This 

has certainly been the case for this individual. You 

can read more about her story on our website by 

scanning the QR code below.

Adam Wake 
CEO, Cottage by the Sea

Inspiration, fun and opportunities are so deeply 

interwoven into our philosophy at Cottage. Our 

Programs Team carefully plan experiences so 

that children and young people maximise their 

opportunities. But it is still the participant’s 

responsibility to say yes and embark on the 

adventure – to dive into the ocean, pitch the tent,  

ride the wave, have the conversation, try the new 

food, go on the hike … the activities come in spades. 

The benefits of  embracing these opportunities stay 

with the participants and their families long after 

their time at Cottage. Our latest research with Deakin 

University validates this ripple effect – creating waves 

that carry these children and young people through 

their entire lives.

"After 30 years of  going to camps, I have never been 

to a place like Cottage by the Sea. I will recommend 

and remember my time here forever," shared a recent 

visiting teacher. Thank you for contributing to this 

meaningful, life-changing impact – we are so grateful 

to have you as part of  our Cottage community. 

As I shared at our recent AGM, every small 

contribution from a volunteer, donor, staff  member 

or other supporter truly does create that incredible 

environment and the children do feel it. We look 

forward to continuing to enhance the lives of  more 

children in 2025. 

Cover photography by Donna Squire and Deakin University
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Alicia Nolan is the new Marketing Officer at 

Cottage. She is passionate about all things beach 

and whippets – especially her own, Raff. Recently 

moving back to Ocean Grove, she wanted to work 

somewhere that gives back to the community. Alicia 

is stoked to be a part of  the Cottage by the Sea 

team, having the opportunity to combine creativity 

in marketing with life near the ocean – all for an 

amazing cause. 

News from Cottage
Riptide Cottage 

Cottage by the Sea is fortunate to have received 

wonderful support from the community and the 

Borough of  Queenscliffe for the rebuild of  our 

secondary facility, Riptide. The project is funded 

entirely by philanthropy so that there are no impacts 

to the delivery of  our current programs. 

After an extensive tender process to ensure due 

diligence is effectively managed, we have appointed 

Plan Group Geelong for the build. The project 

is underway and estimated to be completed by 

Christmas 2025. 

We thank everyone for their support, which will give 

more children a break at Cottage by the Sea.

New staff  members 

Anna

Alicia & Raff

New volunteers  

We have gratefully welcomed the following new 

volunteers to Cottage: 

•	 Jenny Blake

•	 Jo Pitt

•	 Tricia Ansell

•	 Trish Greig

Anna Thomson has recently joined the Cottage team 

as Personal Assistant to our CEO. Anna grew up 

in Ballarat but has lived all over the country before 

settling back in Geelong with her family. Anna loves 

the beach but is still getting used to the fresher 

waters of  the south! Anna is excited to be involved 

with the fabulous work the Cottage does to provide a 

fun and supportive environment for its participants. 
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Programs

 

“I loved the  

activities, the food  

and the kindness of   

the staff.”  

– Take a Break participant

 

 

“Watching the 

sunrise and sunset 

were special.” 

– Take a Break participant

 

“My time at 

Cottage by the 

Sea made me feel 

exhilarated.”   

– Take a Break participant

Take a Break – in search of  
Patrick the Starfish

On this camp, Take a Break participants learned that 

a little patience, curiosity and an adventurous spirit 

go a long way. Visiting children set out on a rock-pool 

ramble at the Barwon Heads Bluff, hoping to find 

their favourite sea creature Patrick the Starfish – the 

lovable character from SpongeBob SquarePants. 

The search for Patrick proved to be more challenging 

than planned. Our Take a Break explorers combed 

through the rocky landscape, turning over stones  

and sifting through seaweed, but their efforts 

resulted in no starfish. These little sea stars know 

how to stay hidden!

After some local insights from our Camp Leaders, the 

children were guided towards a smaller rock-pool 

where starfish had been spotted a few weeks earlier. 

Excitement surged as the children approached 

the pool, yet after thorough searching, not a single 

starfish was spotted. This was largely due to their 

impressive camouflage. With their dark green colour 

and red speckles, these tiny starfish – no bigger than 

a fingernail – blend into the surrounding seaweed, 

making them nearly invisible to the untrained eye. 

Fortunately, our knowledgeable Camp Leaders 

shared some tips on how to spot these elusive 

creatures. Cultivating patience and concentration, 

the children started to spot many starfish by turning 

over a few rocks. 

When reflecting on what they learned throughout  

the week, one child summed it up beautifully:  

“To be brave and not give up.” Persisting through the 

rock-pooling adventure made the reward of  spotting 

the starfishes even more exciting. 

 

 

“I loved trying  

new things.”  

– Take a Break participant
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REEF – exploring the 
Cottage Reef  

Water activities are a big part of  Cottage by the 

Sea’s REEF (Recreation, Education, Environment, 

Friendship) program and are much loved by the 

participants, especially when the sun is out! The first 

day of  camp was a magical day and the conditions 

were perfect for our 2nd-year Reifies from Colac to 

embark on their first snorkel.

The Reefies suited up in wetsuits and snorkel gear 

and headed out the back of  Cottage to explore the 

nearby reef. After a safety briefing and a beginner’s 

snorkel introduction, the participants set off  to 

explore the ocean floor.

The visibility was great and the Reefies saw a school 

of  fish, as well as smaller fish hovering around the 

reef. One participant spotted something unusual on 

the ocean floor. A Camp Leader duck-dived to the 

bottom to investigate and found that it was a mass 

of  squid eggs! The participants were stoked and 

enjoyed inspecting and touching the interesting-

shaped capsules. The Reefies then responsibly put 

the eggs back in their rightful place and carried on 

with their journey exploring the reef.

The participants were beaming when they got out of  

the water – reflecting on all the marine life they saw. 

“I really liked the snorkelling, and I would like to do 

it again,” shared one Reefie. Luckily for them, the 

adventures never stop at Cottage by the Sea!
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Mentor – immersing in 
nature at Moulamein 

Camping at Moulamein is an experience our 

Mentors cherish long after their time at Cottage. The 

Anderson family and the APCO Foundation are great 

supporters of  Cottage in allowing us to visit their 

amazing property in Moulamein, NSW for this camp.

This 5-day, fun-filled adventure allows the Mentors to 

slow down and participate in activities in the bush 

surrounded by gum trees and the peaceful Edward 

River. Days were bookended by waking up to the 

sounds of  cockatoos at dawn, toasting marshmallows 

around the campfire and stargazing into the clear 

night sky.

The Mentors’ favourite activity was ferreting. The 

anticipation and then squeals of  excitement as the 

first rabbit runs out of  the hole and into the net is 

infectious. The Mentors loved catching the bunnies 

and then adopting them as pets before releasing 

them back into their holes to live another day. “I 

loved holding the baby rabbits,” shared a Mentor. 

The activity also gives the Mentors an appreciation 

for how people use the land to catch their food and 

provide for their families.

Participants had the opportunity to go fishing and 

explore up and down the river by boat, taking in 

all the sights and sounds of  the bush. The Mentors 

enjoyed the relaxing nature of  this activity. They all 

commented on how nice it was to be away from all 

the noise back home and not feel the need to be on 

their devices.

“I would love to go to this camp again … it was 

amazing … I’m so grateful,” reflected a Mentor. 

Nature can bring out the best in these young people 

and allow them to challenge themselves in different 

ways. The Moulamein camp is a special experience 

for the Mentors, offering them a chance to disconnect 

from social media and engage with their peers in 

activities they wouldn’t normally do.
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Scholarship – reaching  
new heights in  
mountain biking 

Mountain biking (MTB) is a passion that 2nd-year 

Reefie Josh* has put into action. “It’s a huge passion 

– I can’t emphasise that enough!” shares Cottage 

Program Planner Dave Geary. As part of  Josh’s REEF 

scholarship, he applied for multiple bike parts to 

upgrade his existing bike, as well as safety gear to 

allow him to compete in competitions.  

Josh’s family recently shared some exciting news 

with Cottage about his latest MTB adventures. 

Josh entered a Victorian School Mountain Bike 

Competition, which consists of  5 rounds that are held 

at different venues across Victoria. Josh came in 

second overall and obtained a silver medal! “As you 

can imagine, he is super excited by this achievement, 

but I would also like to thank you all for offering the 

scholarship that helped him improve his skills in an 

area he is passionate about,” shared Josh's mum. 

*Name has been changed. 

Donor story
Crocheted with care  
from Gympie

For the past 3 years, Irene and Cliff  Shelton have 

taken a road trip to Queenscliff  from Gympie in 

Queensland with a car full of  crocheted blankets 

to gift to Cottage by the Sea. The 2,369-kilometre 

pilgrimage is an annual adventure the couple 

treasures – with Cliff  taking delight in going down the 

slide each time they visit. 

Ursula Cross is 93 years old and crocheted 

approximately 70 of  the 80 blankets from this year’s 

donation. The couple forged a friendship with Ursula 

many moons ago. “We give her the yarn and she 

crochets it all up,” explains Cliff. “Ursula crochets 

while watching her favourite TV shows. She gives us 

a ring when they’re all rugs,” adds Irene. 

Thank you so much Cliff, Irene and Ursula. We look 

forward to welcoming you back to Cottage the same 

time next year! 

Josh winning 2nd place

Josh with bike upgrades

Cliff & Irene 
at Cottage Ursula
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Original Cottage by the Sea building 

Unearthing our history
Support of  Cottage by  
the Sea since the start

When Elizabeth Calder joined forces with Annie 

Hitchcock in 1890 to create a sanctuary by the sea 

for children in need, would she have known the 

gravity of  that decision and the legacy it would leave 

for hundreds of  years to come? We’ll never quite 

know that answer, but we do have insights into her 

story from local descendants. A family tradition of  

supporting Cottage by the Sea is kept alive to  

this very day by sisters Elizabeth Morgan and  

Lavinia Cuming, who are the great-nieces of  

Elizabeth Calder. 

The impact of   
Elizabeth Calder

“It’s not far back that Elizabeth Calder and her 

colleagues started Cottage by the Sea. It’s quite 

exciting for me to think that it was only my great-aunt, 

not further back,” shares Lavinia. “She travelled all 

over the Pacific looking for funds to run the Cottage. 

Isn’t that amazing?” 

In addition to co-founding the charity, Elizabeth 

was Organising Secretary of  Cottage by the Sea 

(known as the Ministering Children’s League [MCL] 

back then) from the time of  its inception in Australia 

until her death in 1909. “Elizabeth Calder’s Annual 

Reports between 1897 and 1908 give testimony to 

her many years of  honourable service,” writes John 

Carney (Genie Research, 1990). Lavinia has a copy 

of  Elizabeth’s 1908 handwritten Annual Report for the 

MCL – her last report. 

Elizabeth Calder
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“It has been said that Elizabeth Calder started 

the children’s movement in Australia,” writes John 

Carney, which comes as no surprise with Elizabeth’s 

teaching background and years of  experience 

supporting children. To honour Elizabeth’s legacy 

and service, Cottage by the Sea has a Calder Play 

Room, with a photograph of  Elizabeth wearing her 

MCL brooch adorning the wall. Records indicate 

that a Calder Memorial Wing was built at Cottage in 

1912, including a playroom. In 1956, the Calder Ward 

was rebuilt as a modern brick playroom attached 

to Cottage. We can only assume that today’s Calder 

Play Room is in the same location as the original 

Calder Memorial Wing. 

“Since the death of  Elizabeth, Calder descendants 

have continued to assist the League in a variety 

of  ways, often behind the scenes. The late Madge 

Gowan, Elizabeth Calder’s niece, served for some 

years on [the] committee and her daughter, Lavinia 

Cuming, has also been involved in League work,” 

writes John Carney. An article published in The Age 

in 1957 indicates that Madge was formally elected as 

the Honorary Treasurer of  the MCL/Cottage by the 

Sea in November that year. 

“Elizabeth Calder started the children’s movement in Australia.”
– John Carney 

Elizabeth Calder
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A legacy lives on

When asked what Lavinia’s involvement has been 

with Cottage over the years, it is about maintaining 

her family’s legacy. “I did try and do what my mother 

had done – she wanted me to keep going and carry 

on with the Cottage, somehow,” she shares. But 

raising four children in country Victoria didn’t give 

Lavinia much spare time. “I just had to do my best. I 

was busy being a country wife, you know.” 

Fortunately, Lavinia made up for lost time when her 

children grew up and she moved to Point Lonsdale to 

be closer to Cottage. “I feel like I’ve really come into 

my own living here, on purpose, so I could be near 

the Cottage,” Lavinia says through a smile. “I’ve got 

four children who I hope have taken in how important 

it is.” One of  Lavinia’s children, Camilla, has a house 

in Queenscliff  – her middle name is Elizabeth. 

Lavinia’s earliest memories of  Cottage by the Sea 

were her aforementioned mother – Madge Gowan 

(née Calder) – talking about it. Like her mother, 

Lavinia has given back to Cottage in varied ways 

over the years. In addition to an annual donation 

each Christmas, Lavinia has also transformed 

her artistic talents into philanthropy. “I did art at 

school,” she reflects, “but I couldn’t do it much until 

I was 62, which is when I started going to lessons 

in Melbourne. That was very exciting – I haven’t 

stopped.” Lavinia is now 85 years old. 

Specialising in botanical illustrations, Lavinia creates 

watercolour paintings, calendars, cards and prints 

and donates the sale proceeds to Cottage. She has 

also had an exhibition as a fundraiser for Cottage 

which, in conjunction with her daughter Julia who is a 

silversmith, raised $10,000. Lavinia finds other ways 

to donate to Cottage, too. “If  I’ve got something I 

think the children might like, I’ll take it to the Cottage. 

I take them Easter eggs at Easter and things like that. 

Some of  them have never had chocolate before.”

The Bluff artwork by Lavinia Cuming

 
The Bluff  is a special 

place that visiting children 
to Cottage have enjoyed over 
the years and still do to this 
very day – see pages 4–5 of  

this newsletter for proof!
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Capturing the history 

Based in Melbourne, Elizabeth Morgan, Lavinia’s 

sister, has made a significant contribution to their 

family’s historical involvement with Cottage. In 1990 

to mark the centenary of  the MCL, Elizabeth [Morgan] 

commissioned Genie Research Services (quoted 

earlier) to put the pieces of  the history puzzle 

together. Photos, maps, family trees and obituaries 

to newspaper articles and Annual Reports make up 

the “Elizabeth Calder and the Ministering Children’s 

League” folder of  research. 

“The history was one way of  contributing to Cottage,” 

shares Elizabeth [Morgan]. Cottage by the Sea used 

to have their Annual General Meeting at the National 

Gallery of  Victoria in Melbourne. “I went to one of  the 

meetings and met John Carney, who had been hired 

to do the history about Thomas Calder in Maldon. We 

launched forward on a very good journey with the 

Calder family,” shares Elizabeth [Morgan], smiling. “I 

collected all the photographs – I kept everything from 

my parent’s house. To put it all together into the right 

context – to investigate further and to research it – 

led us down the most wonderful story of  this Calder 

family,” she continues. 

Lavinia with one of her cards 

Like her sister, Elizabeth [Morgan] has fond memories 

of  their mother’s work for Cottage. “Mum worked with 

Cottage by the Sea until her final days,” she reflects. 

“My mother used to love taking the children home 

from the Cottage – to their homes in Melbourne. 

Sometimes the child was welcomed home, sometimes 

they went into an empty house. She couldn’t leave 

a child in an empty house, so my mother would try 

and find any relative. It was quite an adventure for 

my mother – to drive around and do this,” continues 

Elizabeth [Morgan]. 

“It’s an amazing story – that the Cottage is still 

going,” reflects Lavinia. The descendant still wears 

her great-aunt’s MCL brooch, which Elizabeth is 

pictured wearing in the photograph above the entry 

to the Calder Play Room at Cottage. “The brooch 

means everything,” shares Lavinia, who is planning to 

pass it on to her daughter Camilla. Lavinia was gifted 

the brooch from her mother when she got married  

in 1964. 

Following in the footsteps of  those who have come 

before them, Lavinia and Elizabeth [Morgan] continue 

to breathe life into their family’s legacy with Cottage 

by the Sea. “I think Elizabeth would be amazed – as 

amazed as I am – that her ideas, with her friends from 

England, created this. To do it took a huge effort,” 

reflects Lavinia. 

Silver Princess artwork by Lavinia Cuming 
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Partnerships 
Deakin University 

Cottage by the Sea is thrilled to share its latest and 

second research report from Deakin University – The 
Impact of Cottage by the Sea: From Ripples to Waves. 
Published in July 2024, the research explored the 

medium- to long-term impacts of  Cottage by the Sea 

through interviews with current and former program 

participants, going back as early as 1939.

“It was the most rewarding piece of  work I’ve 

ever been involved with,” shared Professor Louise 

Paatsch, lead researcher on the project. The 

research brings to life the enduring impact of  our 

children’s charity – insights that we have known 

anecdotally for some time but can be so difficult to 

quantify and articulate. 

The findings of  the study – summarised in the themes 

below – validate the transformative impact of  our 

programs and the opportunities they create: 

•	 Fostering fun and enjoyment

•	 Building relationships

•	 Providing a safe haven

•	 (Re)Creating happy memories

As explained in the report: “The impact could only 

be understood once all aspects of  the program were 

seen as working together, displaying the nature, 

breadth, and scope of  the opportunities provided to 

those participating. It was these aspects that turned 

the ripple effects of  Cottage by the Sea into the 

waves that often carried these children and young 

people through their lives.” 

 

ABN Group  

In early October, more than 40 dedicated volunteers 

from ABN Group’s Melbourne office joined the 

company’s leadership team for a working bee at 

Cottage by the Sea – “a charity we feel deeply 

connected to as a business,” shared ABN. 

Many hands make light work – together, the team 

accomplished 3-4 months of  work in just a day! 

The assistance from this working bee has had a 

cascading effect on all areas of  our operation. We 

are so grateful for the support and this partnership. 

“ABN Group is proud to contribute to Cottage by the 

Sea, recognising the long-lasting impact a visit to the 

Cottage can have on a child’s life,” shared ABN. 

“Even the smallest of  ripples 
can lead to riding life’s  

larger waves.”

– The Impact of Cottage by the Sea:  
From Ripples to Waves (2024) 

Photography by Donna Squire and Deakin University

ABN Group working bee
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Future Giving
Create a life-changing 
legacy this Christmas

Leaving a gift in your Will is a unique way of  

supporting Cottage by the Sea, without impacting on 

your present income or bank balance. It allows you to 

leave a legacy of  money, property, shares or goods 

beyond your lifetime that will offer inspiration, fun and 

opportunity for the generations of  children to come. 

Gathered Here is offering Cottage by the Sea’s 

valued supporters a free, legally binding Will, which 

only takes about 20 minutes to complete. Preparing 

your Will can cost hundreds of  dollars and be a time-

consuming process, but Gathered Here is making it 

free and simple. 

Write your free Will online now via: https://www.

gatheredhere.com.au/c/cottage-by-the-sea or scan 

the QR code below. 

Already have a Will?

Cottage by the Sea has created a Gift in Will 

Instruction Form, which will allow you to easily 

include a gift to Cottage by the Sea in your existing 

Will without having to completely rewrite it. Download 

the Instruction Form online via the QR code below or 

contact Tony (details below) for a hard copy. 

Mobile: 0409 535 863

Email: tony@cottagebythesea.com.au

Tony Featherston

Future Giving, Cottage by the Sea

How a gift in Will helps  
Cottage by the Sea

•	 $25,000 funds a Take a Break camp

•	 $5,000 funds wetsuits for surfing and  
boogie-boarding

•	 $2,500 funds tents for camping adventures

•	 $2,000 funds a marine life water experience 
for a group

•	 $2,000 funds a mountain bike program

•	 $1,500 funds a dolphin and seal swim 
educational tour

•	 $1,000 funds a fishing charter for a group
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Melbourne Community Relations 
Donna has been busy connecting with individuals 

and groups who share our passion for supporting 

children. We are thrilled to welcome new supporters 

and donors to our community. A heartfelt thank you to 

everyone who invited Donna to speak at their events 

– you’re part of  our Cottage community. 

Annette Stone – Quilts for Orphans (new supporter)

Sew N'Sew Craft Activity Group (new supporters) 
from Probus Club of  Bayside Inc

“It’s always a pleasure to meet 
new supporters and reconnect 
with our Melbourne regulars. 
We truly appreciate your 
kindness. To all our supporters 
– old and new – thank you!”
– Donna, Melbourne Community Relations

New Melbourne supporters

•	 Fab Friends 

•	 Probus Club of  Bayside Inc.

•	 Combined Probus Club of  Monash Inc.

•	 Hawthorn Glen Probus Club

•	 Social Inclusion

•	 Carlton Parkville Probus Club

•	 Mooroolbark Probus Combined Club

•	 Pakenham Anglican Church Aid

•	 Glen Eira Probus Club 

•	 Combined Probus Club of  Waverley Gardens Inc. 

•	 Armadale Probus Club Inc. 

•	 Combined Notting Hill Probus Club 

•	 Brighton North Rotary Club 

•	 Knoxfield Ladies Probus Club 

•	 City of  Moonee Valley Probus Club Inc. 

•	 Combined Whitehorse Probus Club 

•	 Probus Club of  Forest Hill Inc. 

•	 Rotary Club of  Malvern 

•	 Quilts for Orphans

•	 Sew N' Sew Craft Activity Group 

•	 Opal residents in Kew

Mimma and Opal Kew residents craft group
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Melbourne Community Relations 

Anne, Ally & Robyn from Loose-ends Craft Group 
for Women

Women's Friendship Group – more than 70 ladies 
came from Melbourne for a tour

“We deeply appreciate all our 
Melbourne supporters and look 
forward to more connections  
in 2025.” 
– Donna, Melbourne Community Relations

Special thanks

•	 The Lions Club of  Footscray – new  

generous supporters. 

•	 Rotary Club of  Essendon North Inc. – donated a 

new fridge and freezer.

•	 Hadfield Ladies Exercise Group, combined with 

Broadmeadows & District Garden Club & Glenroy 

Lions Club, invited Donna to speak at their 

“Biggest Afternoon Tea” event.

•	 Lions Club of  Waverley Inc. – new  

generous supporters.

•	 Women of  the University Fund – new “knit a 

square” project. 

Additional thanks

•	 The Mt Waverley Uniting Church-Outreach  

Circle enjoyed their visit to Cottage and  

gave generously.

•	 70 enthusiastic members from The Women's 

Friendship Group offered generous support 

during their visit to Cottage.

•	 Mimma Mee is a wonderful long-time supporter 

who continually brings other enthusiastic 

supporters along wherever she goes.

•	 Anne Martin, a driving force for our cause, 

introduced Donna to the Loose-ends Craft  

Group for Women. Their feedback: “It makes  

a difference to actually know who we are  

knitting for.” 

•	 KOGO for their ongoing donations and generous 

support for our Santa visit this year.

Donna Campisi 
Melbourne Community Relations,  
Cottage by the Sea
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Events & fundraising 

Annual General Meeting 

In late October, we held our 134th Annual General 

Meeting at Cottage by the Sea. We unveiled our latest 

Financial Report and Annual Report while sharing 

stories about the impact of  Cottage on the lives of  

children and young people and an update on the 

year ahead. 

Guest speaker Professor Louise Paatsch, lead 

researcher on our latest report from Deakin 

University, shared some fascinating insights from her 

work with Cottage. 

Cottage Board member Natalie Hickey officially 

became a life member, recognising her outstanding 

contribution, dedication and commitment to our 

children’s charity.

It was wonderful to have so many supporters in 

the room – from Board members to Ambassadors, 

Branch members, volunteers, donors and staff  

members – who all enjoyed morning tea together 

after the formalities. 

Sea & Wood exhibition 

5th-generation Queenscliff  resident Darren Allbutt 

is continuing his family’s legacy of  supporting the 

community with the Sea & Wood exhibition. Held on 

November 16-17 at Cottage, all the sale proceeds from 

the art, sculpture and woodwork exhibition – totalling 

more than $13,000 – were donated to Cottage, 

supporting our life-changing programs.

“Cottage by the Sea is a gift to us all and I needed to 

do my bit to give back to this important charity in our 

community. I’m very grateful and appreciative to have 

had this opportunity – the response and support was 

amazing,” said Darren. “The multi-generational impact 

of  the Allbutt/Golightly family is a true testament to 

a ripple becoming a wave. The beach has had such 

an influence on Darren and his family, and it was 

amazing that he could channel that inspiration of  the 

surrounding seascape into his collection,” said Adam 

Wake, CEO Cottage by the Sea.

The Allbutt (Golightly) family history with Cottage by 

the Sea began with Darren’s late grandmother Daisy 

Myrtle Golightly, who was one of  Cottage’s earliest 

volunteers. “This exhibition was in memory of  my late 

grandmother, Daisy,” shared Darren.Upcoming Cottage by the Sea 
events & fundraisers 
•	 Annual Fair on January 11, 2025

•	 The Rippers summer function  

on January 25, 2025

•	 Annual Giving Day on March 4, 2025

Adam & Louise
From left: Lesley-Ann Allbutt, 
Adam Wake & Darren Allbutt 

The Allbutt family 

Daisy Myrtle Golightly

18 Summer Newsletter 2024/25
Cottage by the Sea

Volunteers



Branch events 

Queenscliff  Branch Spring Craft 
Morning at Cottage by the Sea  

During this craft session, guests learned the creative 

art of  weaving and enjoyed morning tea in the dining 

room overlooking the sea. Close to the date of  

printing this newsletter, the Queenscliff  Branch held 

another craft morning to celebrate the festive season. 

Bellarine Branch Open Gardens 

The sun was shining as more than 400 people 

wandered through 3 beautiful open gardens at 

Connewarre. The home of  Bellarine Branch President 

Penny Hawker and David was set up with a coffee 

cart, produce and plant stalls, and a sausage sizzle. 

Many thanks to the owners of  the two other gardens, 

Andrew and Carole Hawker and Gary and Jenny 

Jones. Not only was it a wonderful day, but the event 

also raised more than $11k for Cottage by the Sea!

No longer accepting cheques 

As you may already know, the Australian Government 

is phasing out cheques. Many banks and financial 

institutions have already ceased the use of  cheques, 

and our own bank advises they will be phased out in 

the very near future.

We will and still do require your support to reach 

even more children, so we would like to take this 

opportunity to offer alternative ways to make any 

future donations:

•	 Donate using your debit or credit card  
via our secure website:  
www.cottagebythesea.com.au/donate  
or via this QR code:

•	 To donate via bank transfer, please call  
03 5258 1663 for our new account details.

•	 To donate over the phone with a credit or  
debit card, please call 03 5258 1663 during 
business hours.

If  you need any assistance to make your donation, 

please contact our office on 03 5258 1663. 

Geelong Branch Sunday Sounds 
with Surfside Singers 

The Geelong Branch held a delightful Sunday Sounds 

concert at the Waurn Ponds Community Church. The 

Surfside Singers performed hits from The Greatest 
Showman, Grease and The Beatles, among others. 

“We had a lovely responsive audience and an 

amazing afternoon tea,” shared Branch Secretary/

Treasurer Robyn Harper. 

Basket weaving

Sunday Sounds choir concert

Connewarre open garden
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The Australian Tax Office endorses 
Cottage by the Sea for charity tax 
concessions, including donations $2 
and over, which are tax deductible. 
Cottage by the Sea is entered in the 
public register maintained by the 
Australian Business Register at  
www.abr.business.gov.au.

www.cottagebythesea.com.au

ABN: 21 987 748 593

29 Flinders Street 
Queenscliff, Vic, 3225

+61 3 5258 1663 
info@cottagebythesea.com.au

I would like to donate (please circle)

$25     $50     $100     $250     $500     Other $..............

Title: .................... Name: .......................................................

Address ...................................................................................

.........................................................Postcode ........................

Phone .......................................................................................

Email .........................................................................................

Expiry Date

Direct debit / bank transfer  
(please call our office 03 5258 1663 for bank details)

Cardholder name: ........................................................................................

Cardholder Signature: ...............................................................................

Card Number

Mastercard Visa Amex

CCVCottage by the Sea, Queenscliff  Inc. 
ABN 21 987 748 593 INC. A 0006878E

Please make this a regular donation. Monthly Quarterly Annually

DONATE

Gift a child a break this Christmas 
With your support, we can offer more children a break in 2025.  

Each donation helps us meet the growing need so that more  
young people can experience our life-changing programs.

Your gift goes beyond the season. It helps fund crucial programs that support children’s confidence, sense of  

belonging and self-belief  year-round. Join us in making a lasting difference for children and young people. 
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